
Library BilI of Rights
The Arnerican Library Associertion afftrms that all libraries arerforums for
inforrnation and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide
their services.

I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the
interest, information, and enlightenment of ail pecple of the
community the library serves. Materials should not be
excluded because of the origin, background, or vir:ws of those
contributing to therir creation

II. Libraries should provide materials and inforrnation presenting
all points of view on current and historical issues. Materials
should not be prosicribed or removed because of partisan or
doctrinal dis approval.

III. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfin]|ment of their
responsibility to provide inforrnation and enlightenment.

IV. Libraries should crooperate with all persons and groups
concerned with resisting abridgment of free expression and free
access to ideas.

V. A person's right to use a library should not be der\ied or
abridged because of origin, age, background, or views.

VL Libraries which nr;ake exhibit spaces and meeting rooms
available to the public they serve should rnake such facilities
available on an eqritable bases, regardless of the b,eliefs or
affiliations of individuals or groups requesting theiir use. ;j

Adopted June 18, 1948.
Amended Febnrary 2,1961, and January 23,l9BO,

inclusion of "ag;e" reaffirmed January n,1996,
by'the ALA Council.


